Basketball Press Report 13 April 2008 

Barnsley Leaders have received the good news that they have gained the England Basketball Clubmark and Three Star Awards for the first time in the club’s history.
The awards are recognition of the club’s work in developing basketball opportunities for school aged players from seven to sixteen years of age through a framework of qualified volunteers and approved procedures.

The 2007-8 season saw the Leaders develop an U16 team mainly from rookie players without national league experience, winning just once out of seven before Xmas, but improving to win five out of eight in the new year, to finish seventh in the EBL North East Conference. The U13s, competing in the EBL Yorkshire conference, finished with the club’s best return so far at this level with ten wins and six defeats to finish fourth and reach the national play off stage for the second year running.

Guard Nick Hill, from the Kings school Pontefract, was the only ever present for the U16s playing in all fifteen games. Darton’s Luke Hemmingway along with Ryan Stocks and Chris Ward played in all but one game. Team captain, power  forward Ryan Stocks, was top point scorer with 166 points but shooting forward, Richard Smith scored one point less, in one fewer games and therefore averaged most points per game with 12.7 . Smith was also the most successful player from the foul line scoring 31 out of 39 free shots. A club record at 79.5 % success.                              Full statistics for the U16s:
Nick Hill (guard) 15 (games played), 108 (points scored) 11/26, 42.3% (free shots scored/taken, %free shot success).
Ryan Stocks (forward) 14, 166, 15/45, 33%.  

Luke Hemingway (forward) 14, 96, 10/32, 31.25%.
Chris Ward (point guard) 14, 93, 13/35, 37%.

Richard Smith (forward) 13, 165, 31/39, 79.5%.

Michael Tkaczuk (forward) 13, 89, 7/30, 23.3 %.

Michael Johnson (guard) 13, 55, 2/16, 12.5%.

Matt Dillon (guard) 13, 33, 3/13, 23%.

Arran Bailey (forward) 11, 111, 23/41, 56%.

Aled Davies (guard) 11, 20, 5/18, 27%.

Max Nerukar (guard) 8, 7, ½, 50%.

Thomas Smith (guard) 3, 3, ½, 50%. 

For the U13s Jake Wainwright, Jack Hallsworth, Reece Marshall and Danny McLauchlin played in all seventeen games with forward Hallsworth, from the Foulstone school Darfield, top scoring with 216 points (12.7 points per game). Point guard Jake Wainwright was most successful from the free throw line with 8 scored out of 15 (53% success). Captain Zac Danks scored 196 in 15 games and was the top scorer per game with 13.1points per game. Full statistics for the U13s:

Jake Wainwright (point guard) 17, 30, 8/15, 53%.

Jack Hallsworth (forward) 17, 216, 8/31, 25%.

Reece Marshall (guard) 17, 104, 5/25, 20%.

Danny McLaughlin (guard) 17, 15, ½, 50%.
Zac Danks (forward) 15, 196, 15/56, 26%.

Tommy Price (forward) 15, 30, 0/1. 

Ryan Hogsden (guard) 14, 0.

Josh Rennison (guard) 11, 10, 0/6.

Michael Watson (forward) 7, 4, 2/2, 100%.

Robert Quinton (point guard) 5, 0.

Scott Remmer (forward) 3, 21, ¼, 25%.

Tom Large ( guard) 2, 6, 2/2, 100%.

On Saturday the Leaders hold their second open trial session for Y9 and Y10 players from 9.30 to 12.30 at the Foulstone school Darfield. Sessions for primary players from Y3 Y4 and Y5 follow at 12.45 to 2.30pm. The U13s session is also from 9.30am at the Foulstone school.
